
WHAT WILL YOUR 
CHILD LEARN? 

Grade Level Expectations 
In 1st grade, your child will become a more 

independent reader and writer. Your child will 

continue to learn and practice rules for recog-

nizing the sounds that make up words and will 

be able to sound out more complex words. 

Such foundational skills are necessary and 

important components of developing proficient 

readers with the capacity to comprehend a 

wide range of materials. Students will learn to 

think about what they read and talk about the 

main ideas of simple stories. As they write and 

speak, 1st graders will learn to use language 

appropriately; this includes using complete 

sentences and spelling words with increasing 

accuracy. 

A Sample of What Your Child 

Will Be Working on in 1st Grade 

 Using phonics (matching letters and sounds) and
word analysis skills to figure out unfamiliar words
when reading and writing

 Describing characters, settings, and major
events in a story, using key details

 Writing about a topic, supplying some facts, and
providing some sense of opening and closing

 Participating in shared research and writing pro-
jects (e.g., exploring a number of “how-to” books
and using them to write a sequence of instruc-
tions)

 Taking part in conversations about topics and
texts being studied and asking questions to clear
up any confusion

 Describing people, places, things, and events
with relevant details, expressing ideas and feel-
ings clearly and with complete sentences

 Producing and expanding complete simple and
compound statements, questions, commands,
and exclamations

 Identifying the correct meaning for a word with
multiple meanings, based on the sentence or
paragraph in which the word is used

 Learning to think about finer distinctions in the
meanings of near-synonyms (e.g., marching,
prancing, strutting, strolling)

How can I help my child at home? 
Learning does not end in the classroom. Children need help and support at home 
to succeed in their studies. Try to create a quiet place for your child to study every 
day uninterrupted by friends, siblings, or other distractions. At home, you can play 
an important role in setting high expectations and supporting your child in meeting 
them.  If your child needs a little extra help or wants to learn more about a subject, 
work with his or her teacher to identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in 
clubs after school, or to find other resources.   

 Encourage your child to read to you books such as Little Bear by Else Minarik.
Help him or her sound out difficult words. To find more books for your child to
read, visit http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/families

 Act out stories together from books, television, or your child’s imagination.

 Pick a “word of the day” each day starting with a different letter. Have your
child write the word and look for other things beginning with the same letter.

 Visit the library with your child every week. Have your child sign
up for a library card.

First  Grade 2017-2018 

District Resources 
English language Arts Website 

LAFS Task Cards       SAT-10 Task Cards 

Making Words            Story Elements    

Story Sequence          Elements of Writing  

Digital Links 
iReady: http://www.dadeschools.net/students.asp 

C-Palms:  http://www.cpalms.org/Public/

Achieve the Core: http://achievethecore.org/ 

myON Reader: https://www.myon.com/login/ 

TumbleBook Library: http://asp.tumblebooks.com/home.aspx 
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M-DCPS, Curriculum & Instruction, February, 2008                          
Division of Language Arts/Reading 


Grades 1 & 2 SAT-10 
Question Task Cards  - Functional  


Initial Understanding  
Ask a question that requires students to simply locate details or identify chronological order.  
The answers are right there in the poster, chart, flyer, or recipe. 
 


• Who, what, when, where, how many, or how much? 
• According to the ________, what will the children learn? 
• What do you do first/last? 
• What did he/she do first/last? 
• Where did ____ go before/after _____? 
• Which ______ was seen first/last? 
• Step # ___ tells ______. 
• The story tells you that _______. 


Interpretation  
Ask a question that requires students to draw conclusions from the information given, apply 
ideas from text to a new situation, or determine the main idea. 
 


• Who, what, when, where, how many, or how much? 
• Why did _____ have_____? 
• How did ______ do _____? 
• What might be funny? (ha ha) 
• Why do you think _______? 
• Why should   ___________? 
• About how long will it take to_________? 
• What makes ______ _______? 
• To make _____ you will need _______. 
• Which of these is true? 


Critical Analysis and Strategies 
Ask a question that requires students to determine the author’s purpose/viewpoint, identify 
text characteristics, or if needed information is within the text. 
 


• The _____ was written mainly to ________. 
• Which of these is true? 
• What does the author want you to know? 


 







M-DCPS, Curriculum & Instruction, February, 2008                          
Division of Language Arts/Reading 


Grades 1 & 2 SAT-10 
Question Task Cards  - Informational 


Initial Understanding 
Ask a question that requires students to simply locate explicit details and chronological order 
that are right there in the expository text. 


• Who, what, when, where, how many, or how much? 
• What does the story say about _______? 
• The story says that _______. 
• Which of these happened first/last? 
• Which of these happened only once? 
• What happened _______? 
• At the end of the story, ________? 


Interpretation 
Ask a question that requires students to make inferences to draw conclusions, determine main 
idea, or cause/effect relationships. 
 


• Which of these is the best name for this story? 
• What is the main idea of the story? 
• What is this story about? 
• Which of these is true? 
• Which of these is true in the story? 
• Why does ____have ___? 
• What causes _____ to happen? 


Critical Analysis and Strategies (2nd grade only) 
 Ask a question that requires students to determine the author’s purpose/viewpoint and 
unknown words in context. 


 
• Which of these does the author probably believe? 
• The author wrote this story mainly to_____? 
• How can you tell that________________? 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 







M-DCPS, Curriculum & Instruction, February, 2008                          
Division of Language Arts/Reading 


Grades 1 & 2 SAT-10 
Question Task Cards  - Literary 


Initial Understanding 
Ask a question that requires students to locate explicit details and chronological order that are 
right there in stories, personal narratives, or poems. 


• Who, what, when, where, how many, or how much? 
• What does the story say about _______.? 
• The story says that _______. 
• Which of these happened first/last? 
• Which of these happened only once? 
• What happened _______? 
• At the end of the story, ________? 


Interpretation 
Ask a question that requires students to make inferences in order to draw conclusions, 
determine main ideas, or cause/effect relationships. 


• Which of these is the best name for this story? 
• What is the main idea of the story? 
• Why does ____have ___? 
• _______ probably does ______because _____. 
• This story is mostly about______. 
• You can tell that ___ likes ____ because___. 
• Who had probably___________? 
• How do you know___________? 


Critical Analysis and Strategies (2nd grade only) 
 Ask a question that requires students to determine the author’s purpose/viewpoint, unknown 
words from context, or identify characteristics of genre. 


• In this story, what does the word _______ mean? 
• The author wrote this story mainly to_____? 
• How can you tell________________? 
• Which of these is true? 
• The story was written to ________. 
• The story is most like a ________.(joke, song, poem, fairy tale) 
• You can tell this story is make-believe because _______. 
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Steps In Teaching A Making Words Lesson 
 
Materials Needed: 


Students 
 Letter cards for students 
• Lower case on one side 
• Upper case on the other side 


(Necessary for words that are capitalized) 


b 
B


• Vowels are differentiated (by color, shape, etc.) form consonants 
(include y) 


Teacher 
 Large set of letter cards 
 Large set of word cards for the designated lesson plus extra words for 


transfer 
 Pocket Chart (for displaying letters and words) 


 
Step 1: Making Words Step 2: Sorting patterns Step 3: Transferring words 


• Place the large index cards with the 
letters in the top of the pocket chart. 


• Students put matching letters on their 
desk in a row. 


• The teacher names each letter then the 
children hold them up and name the 
matching letter. 


• Tell children that every word must have 
a vowel. 
Point to a vowel in the lesson. 


• Write a numeral on the board. Say, 
“The word I want you to make has ___ 
letters. Make the word __ .” Teacher 
elongates. Use the word in a sentence. 


• Have a child who has made the word 
correctly make it in the pocket chart. 


• Others fix their cards. 
• Next place the word card in the pocket 


chart. 
• Repeat process until all words are 


completed. 
• Last use all the letters to find the 


secret word. 


• Direct students attention to the 
words on index cards in the pocket 
chart. 


• Teacher directs the sort. 
• Beginning letter/sound 
• Medial letter/sound 
• Ending letter/sound 
• Rhyming pattern 


 
Example of sorting by spelling pattern: 
• Pick a word pattern, for example: 


and 
• Ask children to find other words 


with the same pattern and place 
them under and in the pocket chart. 


• Repeat the process with other 
pattern words if appropriate. 


• Use words learned and 
patterns/rhyming words sorted to read 
new words. 


• Hold or place in the pocket chart an 
additional word that fits the 
pattern/rhyming words learned. 


• Say: “Pretend you are reading and you 
come to this word (don’t say the word).  


Who can put it with the 
pattern/rhyming words that can 
help you figure it out? Now let’s 
pronounce the word. 


• Say: “Thinking of patterns/rhyming 
words can help you when you are writing, 
too. What if you were writing and had to 
figure out how to spell ___ ?” 


• Repeat this transfer and application 
process using two or three words. 


 





		Students

		Teacher

		Step 1: Making Words

		Step 2: Sorting patterns

		Step 3: Transferring words
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Traffic Light Sequencing 


MDCPS – Division of Language Arts/Reading, 2010 


Beginning   Middle  End  
 
 
 


 


  


Slow


Stop 


Go 







MDCPS – Division of Language Arts/Reading, 2010 
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Characteristics of: 
Personal Narrative Personal Expository Persuasive


Tells a personal story


Focused on one event that 
appears to be significant 
to the writer


Can be fictional


Needs to include the 
elements of a story 
(characters, setting, 
simple plot ‐movement 
through time and change)


Uses sensory details


Uses feelings


Is reflective


Explains why, how or 
what
Focused on one topic 
that is significant to the 
writer (personal or class thematic 
unit)


Includes ideas that 
explain and support


Uses comparisons
er, est


similes
Uses sensory details


Is reflective


States an opinion or 
what you want


Gives reasons why


Includes people who 
are on your side


Tells what you will do 
if you get it (If…then…)


Tells why you should 
have it NOW


Genres 
with a  


PRIMARY 
FOCUS!  
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Elementary LAFS Question/Prompting Task Cards 
First Grade 


MDCPS, Office of Academics and Transformation, 2015-2016 


Literary Informational 
Category 1: Key Ideas and Details 


LAFS.1.RL.1.1  
Questioning Key Details 


 
 
• What caused ___ to ___? 
• Who, what, when, where questions  
• Who was the story about?  
• What was the story about?  
• What happened in the story?  
• What happened at the beginning, middle end of 


story? 
• Ask your partner to share a detail from the text.  
 


LAFS.1.RI.1.1  
Questioning Key Details 


 
• What caused ____? 
• What is this story about?  
• How do we know___?  
• What is the most important idea or part of this 


text?  
• What can we learn from this book?  
• What details help us know how _____ does 


_____?  
• Where can we find _____?  
• What details were important?  
• What events happened first, second, third?  
• Can you identify the main event?  
• How do you know this is the main event?  


LAFS.1.RL.1.2  
Retell Central Message/Lesson 


 
• Retell what happened in the story/poem.  
• What is this story mainly about?  
• What problems did the characters have?  
• How did the characters solve their problem?  
• What lessons were learned in the story?  


 


LAFS.1.RI.1.2 
Identify Main Topic; Retell Key Details 


 
• Step# ___ tells ___? 
• What is this book mostly about? How do you 


know?  
• What are the important details about _____in 


the text?  
• Can you retell the story to a friend?  
• What were the important details that your 


partner needs to know?  
LAFS.1.RL.1.3  


Describe Story Structure (Character, Setting, Plot) 
 


• You can tell that __ likes __ because… 
• What does the main character want? How do you 


know? 
• Who are the characters in the story?  
• Who is the main character in the story?  
• What is the setting of the story?  
• What is the problem or plot in the story?  
• How do the characters in the story solve their 


problem?  
• What happens at the beginning, middle, and end of  
• the story?  
• How are the characters behaving, or feeling, at the 


beginning, middle, and end of the story?  
• How do we know the characters are feeling _____, 


or are going to do ________?  
 
 


LAFS.1.RI.1.3 
Describe Connection between Text Details 


 
• What can we learn for this text?  
• How are _______ and _______ connected in 


this text?  
• Do these illustrations/graphics/pictures give 


you a hint to what will happen next? How do 
you know?  


• What are the main events in the text?  
• What happened first, next, last?  
• What caused ___ to happen?  
• How do you know? What information tells 


______?  
• What did the characters in the text do next?  
• What details in the story give you information 


about the characters?  







Elementary LAFS Question/Prompting Task Cards 
First Grade 


MDCPS, Office of Academics and Transformation, 2015-2016 


Literary Informational 
Category 2: Craft and Structure 


LAFS.1.RL.2.4  
Ask/Answer Questions About  


Sensory Words & Phrases 
 
• How does this story or poem make you feel when 


you read it?  
• Does the character use his/her five senses in this 


story?  
• How do we know the character feels happy, sad, or 


angry?  
• Identify what the character hears, sees, …  
• What words in the story tell us what the setting 


looks like?  
• Is this a story or a poem? How do you know?  


 


LAFS.1.RI.2.4 
Ask/Answer Questions 


about Unknown Words/Phrases 
  


• What can you do when you get to word you 
don’t know?  


• Is this a word/phrase you know or have 
heard?  


• What can you do when you get to an 
unknown word?  


• What can you do to help yourself?  
• Look at the picture, graphic, illustration; is 


there something there to help you figure out 
what the word is?  


• Re-read the sentence; do the other words 
help you understand?  


 
LAFS.1.RL.2.5 
Text Structure 


 
• Is this a book that tells a story or gives information? 


How do you know?  
• Explain if it is fiction or non-fiction  
• What is this book about?  
• What information can we gather from this book?  
• What can we learn from this book?  
• Who are the characters?  
• Where does the story take place?  
• What happens in the story?  
 


LAFS.1.RI.2.5 
Text Features to Locate Facts 


 
• Can you identify the different parts of this 


book?  
• Can you explain how the different parts are 


used?  
• If you wanted to find the meaning of a word in 


this book, where would you look?  
• Look in the table of contents and find the 


page number for _________.  
 


LAFS.1.RL.2.6 
Identify Character/Author Point of View 


 
 


• Who is telling the story?  
• What does the narrator of a story do?  
• What does an author do?  
• Who is talking? How do we know?  
• How many characters are in the story?  
• What are the names of the characters?  
• What are the characters in the story saying?  
• Who is the story about?  


 
 


LAFS.1.RI.2.6 
Name Author/ 


Illustrator & Define Roles 
 


• What does the author do?  
• What does the illustrator do?  
• Do you think they would work together on a 


book?  
• Why would a book need an illustrator and an 


author?  
• What do the illustrations tell us about the 


words?  
• What do the words tell us about the 


illustrations?  
 
 
 
 







Elementary LAFS Question/Prompting Task Cards 
First Grade 


MDCPS, Office of Academics and Transformation, 2015-2016 


 


Literary Informational 
Category 3: Integration of Ideas 


LAFS.1.RL.3.7 
Relationship between illustrations & Text 


 
• What is an illustration?  
• Where can we look to find details about the 


story characters (ex. How they look, where they 
live)?  


• How do illustrations help us understand the 
events in the story?  


• Describe details from illustrations.  
• Where does the story take place (setting)? How 


do we know?  
 


LAFS.1.RI.3.7 
Relationship between illustrations & Text 


 
• What can you learn from the illustrations?  
• What do you think the writer is trying to say? 


What in the picture helps you think that?  
• Why do you think the illustrator put in that 


picture?  
• Does the illustration match what the writer is 


trying to say?  
• Do you think the story and the picture are 


connected?  
• Describe how the picture helps you 


understand what the author has written.  
 
 
 
 
 


N/A 


LAFS.1.RI.3.8 
Identify reasons an author gives to support 


his points (Author’s Perspective) 
 
• What does the writer think about this 


problem? How do you know? 
• Why do you think the author wrote that?  
• Were there any reasons why you think the 


author…?  
• What in the text made you think that?  
• What were the reasons the author wrote this 


piece?  
• How and where did the author support his 


reasoning?  
• What important points does the author make?  


LAFS.1.RL.3.9 
Compare/ 


Contrast Characters Adventures & 
Experiences 


 
• How is ____ similar to _____ in a story?  
• How are ________ and ______ different?  
• What adventures did ______ have in the story?  
• What experiences did _____ and ______ have 


in the story?  
• How are their adventures similar? How are they 


different?  
• How are their experiences similar (compare)?  
• How are their experiences different (contrast)?  


LAFS.1.RI.3.9 
Compare/ 


Contrast Characters Adventures & 
Experiences 


 
• What can we learn from this text?  
• We read two books, what is different about 


them? What is the same?  
• Can you fill in the Thinking Map showing the 


similarities and differences of the two texts?  
• Do both books have illustrations? How were 


they used in both books?  
• What did the illustrations in the books tell 


you?  
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MDCPS –  
e Arts/Reading Division of Languag


2010 


Characters 
Setting 


Problem Solution 


Title: 


Story Map 
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